
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Members of SalemGrace, 

 

On March 29th, SalemGrace will hold our Annual Meeting and will be electing 

new leadership to serve on our Church Board. Serving as Board Member is 

reserved for individuals whose lives demonstrate an active growing 

relationship with Jesus; who are in harmony with the doctrines, polity, and 

practices of our Church, and who support SalemGrace faithfully in 

attendance, active service, and giving tithes and offerings. These are people 

who PRAY, INVITE, GIVE, & SERVE for the mission of our Church. 

These members are presented by the Nominating Committee and the 

Pastor, for approval by the present Church Board. Following that, a sample 

ballot is prepared for the congregation, and at the Annual Meeting, Church 

Members to elect the new board members by popular vote.  

In a Church our size, it’s impossible to know everyone well. Therefore, we 

have prepared this booklet so that you can identify each nominee and read a 

little about them.  Please take time to carefully read each nominees’ bio. 

Feel free to approach and meet them at Church if you’ve never done that 

before.  Certainly, you may call the Church Office (618)548-0881 if you 

have any questions. Please pray about your decisions and how you plan to 

vote, and don’t miss the Annual Meeting on March 29th (Only “full members” 

can vote, and all ballots must be cast in person – no absentee voting).   

Looking ahead for a Great Church Year, 

 

Pastor Trent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Dayo Adenekan 
My name is Dayo Adenekan and as the name may suggest, I am originally from 
Nigeria. I have lived in Salem since 1992 and I am the Executive Director for CILA 
Corporation in Flora. We provide residential services for adults with intellectual 
disabilities. My wife Tope and I have two daughters, Ameerah, 11, and Azeemah, 8.  
It was our desire to find a church with more children programs that brought us here 
four years ago. We stayed here because of the youth programs and because my wife 
loved the band. She has loved worshiping in a place where she can sing loudly to 
praise the Lord. I was slow to fully commit to making SalemGrace our home church 
because of the large size and the fact that we worship inside a gymnasium. But God 
knew this was my home and spoke to my heart accordingly. Now, I love our church 
because despite its large size, there is still a familial feel to it. 

I have served on the church’s finance committee for two years and my wife and I serve as ushers. As a 
Christian, my faith is my life and it keeps me from stress or ever being sad about a situation.  
 
 
Scott Carpenter  
My name is Scott Carpenter, I'm 30 years old, and I've been attending 
SalemGrace my entire life.  I met my wife Amanda through church, and we will 
be married 5 years in April.  We have 3 kids together, our daughter, Reagan, 
who is 2, and twin boys Braxton and Levi, who will be 1 in April.  I have been a 
logger for 9 years.  You may have seen me up on stage playing the drums on 
Sunday mornings, I have also served the kids by helping with Crave and Youth 
Invasion.  I am also a lieutenant for the Kell Fire Protection District and have 
served the department for almost 9 years.  I try to follow Jesus to the best of my 
ability, and to do what he calls me to do, even when it makes me uncomfortable 
at times. I'm still a work in progress. 
 
 

Mandy Carpenter 
I am 36 years old, married to Gene Carpenter for almost 10 years. We live in 
Centralia where we just bought a little farmhouse that we are remodeling. We have 
no children but hope to foster soon. We have 5 dogs and a gang of farm cats. I hope 
to have a few more animals once our barn is fixed up. I love being outdoors and I 
love my jeep!  I work in the construction and demolition industry, where I am 
customer support for dealers throughout the U.S.   
I first came to Grace in the summer of 2018. I was lost, in a broken marriage, and 
unsure of my future. Gene and I decided to give our marriage one last shot and 
decided to turn to God for help. I did not grow up in church and did not have a 
relationship with God until I started coming to Grace. I gave my life over to God 
formally on June 30, 2019. 
I love this church because everyone has accepted me and been so loving from day 

one. It is the first church I have ever been able to be myself, share my truths, and still feel accepted. I also 
love that I feel challenged on a weekly basis to grow in my faith and be a better person. 
I serve in Grace Adventure and the coffee bar. I also enjoy of the holiday or special events we have at 
church. I hope to venture out to different areas where I can be of service. 
 
 
 



Lori Decker 
Lori Decker and her husband, Anthony, live in Iuka with their two daughters, Isabella 
and Sophia. She has been a teacher for 14 years. She currently teaches 3rd grade at 
Rome Grade School and is an instructor for SIU-Carbondale in the teacher education 
program. She and her husband started attending Salem Grace nearly 15 years ago 
and are so proud to be part of a place that reaches outside these walls to spread the 
good news of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Lori has served as the board secretary for 
the past 4 years and continues to serve on our children's ministry team.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Daniel Dice 
 My name Daniel Dice.  Beth, my wife, and our three children have been attending 
Grace for the past eight years.  In past years, I have been involved in children’s 
ministry, Jr. High ministry, board participation, and facilities.  My passions include 
spending time with my family, learning about new technology, and problem solving.  I 
know that I desperately need a savior and believe that there are many more just like 
me who need one as well. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Connie Dunahee 
I have been retired for 3 years after working for Ameren for 25 years.  
We have three children, 15 grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren. We are very 
fortunate, and they all live close by. We love spending time with them making as 
many memories as possible.  
I have attended SalemGrace for the last 4 years and was first introduced to Grace 
through the W.O.W. Bible study here 20-some years ago. The friends I made at that 
time were very special and so loving to me through many ups and downs in my life. 
They accepted me for who I am no matter what was happening around me and 
supported and encouraged me through my trials.  
I have helped for many years- since my children were small -- with Sunday School 
teaching, youth group leader, numerous youth functions and camps and I have 

enjoyed every moment!! You can learn SO MUCH from those little minds! :-) 
There have been times in my life that, had I not had my faith, I do not know how I could have faced the next 
day! Through faithful prayers and support of my “SISTAS” in Christ I have made it through. To me it is 
exciting to open God’s word and just see what he can show me but so much more enlightening when you 
do it with other believers to learn so much more. We all see and understand differently. My prayer is that I 
hear God, but not just hear -- but obey.  
 
 



Brian J. Gansauer 
I, along with my wife, Sandy, have been attending SalemGrace for approximately 10-
years. We were immediately drawn to the welcoming spirit of the church and the 
teaching of the pastor. We officially joined the church soon after. I have been active in 
the Praise Team as well as serving on the Finance Committee and Church Board. 
Sandy serves in the nursery and is also serving as a “counter”.   
I was saved at the age of 18 after attending church with Sandy, and through that, I 
was led to ask Jesus into my heart! I often think of where I might be today if not for 
my wife. I continue to grow in the word, depending more on Christ and less on me.  
I have been with Peoples National Bank for 11-years and in the banking industry for 
nearly 17-years. Prior to banking I spent 20-years in the financial services industry 
working with both individuals and corporate clients specializing in the areas of 

retirement and benefits planning. I have a bachelor’s degree in Business Finance and hold advanced 
degrees such as the Chartered Financial Consultant and Chartered Life Underwriter designations.  
We reside in Salem where I have served as the president of the Chamber of Commerce, President of the 
Rotary Club, Treasurer of the Greater Salem Area Foundation.  
 
 

 
Chris Ice 
Chris Ice is a long-time member of Salem Grace.  He is married to his wife Jackie 
and together they have three children.  Chris is co-owner of Midwest Nursing 
Management which was started in 2007 with his brother Feron.  Chris plays in the 
praise band and is a current member of the church board.  In his free time, he 
enjoys being outside golfing with his kids and working on his classic cars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Jenny Griffin 
My name is Jenny Griffin. My husband Craig and I have a beautiful daughter, 
Adalyn, who is almost two. Previously a special education teacher, I am blessed 
to stay home with Adalyn at this time in our lives.  
I moved to this area seven years ago after college to be near two of my sisters, 
and I was thankful to come across SalemGrace in my search for a church home. 
I love Grace because of the people—they loved me as a new Christian and 
support me through each stage of growth in my journey.  
I currently serve by singing on the worship team, singing at TGIF services, and 
ministering to kids at CRAVE.  
When it comes to my Faith, my strength is in my testimony and the works I’ve 
seen God do in my life and the lives of loved ones! My relationship with Jesus is 
one where I’m continually learning and growing. I thank God daily for His grace. I’ve learned repeatedly that 
as a follower of Christ we will be called outside of our comfort zone, and our areas of weakness will be used 
to glorify Him. 
 



Julie Lowe 
My name is Julie Lowe.  I am a mother of four children that span from the ages 
of 31 all the way down to 11.  I work as a Production Control Planner at North 
American Lighting and have been there for 26 years.  My husband Corey and I 
spend most of our free time following our son Carter to all his sporting 
events.  He keeps us quite busy!  When we are not doing that, we are 
volunteering at his school with our sports boosters team.  I have most recently 
signed up to be a friend of Caritas Family Solutions and am doing some 
volunteer work there. 
I have been at Grace for several years, however, just became a member in April 
2017, and baptized in April 2018.  Most of the time, you will find me with the 
kiddos in Grace Adventure but can also find me at the coffee bar and at the 
doors greeting too!  I love serving in my church home and do so with honor.  I feel privileged to be able to 
give back to a home that gives so much to me.  I have a long way to go in my walk with Christ, but am so 
excited about my journey and so glad to be able to do it surrounded by a family that loves me right where I 
am.  
 
 

Cathy Malone 
SalemGrace has been my home since we moved to Iuka when I was 13. I've taught 
children's classes, directed Christmas programs, been involved with Youth Invasion 
and seen a lot of changes. 
Currently, I am on the Board and play  keyboard with the Worship Team. I'm involved 
with Never Alone, a grow group of amazing women who try to SHOW Jesus to our 
community and beyond! 
After graduating from Salem HS in 1976, I married Jeff Malone, aka "Coach".  We 
have 3 kids who are all married, and they have blessed us with 8 wonderful 
grandchildren. 
I've worked in the Marion County Circuit Clerk's office for over 27 years. My job 
allows me to help, PRAY, and encourage people when they find themselves, or 

those they love, in difficult situations.  
I was born and raised in the Nazarene church. It's basically part of my DNA. I can't imagine life without my 
church and church family. However, until the last 10 years or so, I probably served and believed out of fear 
and obligation. I've come to realize and accept that HE loves me for me, with all my faults, not for what I do 
for HIM and THAT is the message I share. 
 
 

Ed Mann 
My name is Ed Mann.  I have been married to my wife, Jenny, for almost 18 years, 
and we have two children, Tyson and Makinzie.  I’ve worked at Continental Tire for 7 
years, where I help maintain the machines in my department and coordinate 
maintenance on them.   When I’m not at work, I can be found at ball games, track 
meets, and any of the other many activities my family has going on.  I also serve on 
the Salem Little League Board and can usually be found running the grill out there 
during the summer.   
I have been attending Grace Nazarene since 1995, when some good friends invited 
me and invested in me.  That is the biggest thing I love about our church, is that we 
have people who aren’t afraid to welcome and invest in new people, not just be 
content to keep the status quo.   

If I had to give just a brief statement on my faith experience, I would say this:  That God is Faithful.  He is 
faithful to his promise to love us, protect us, and guide us,  no matter what we are going through.   
 
 
 
Ryan T. Petrea 



I grew up in Iuka, lived in Marion, IL area for 15 years and now live in Salem.  I work 
for Security Alarm Corp. Hobbies are hunting, woodworking and sharing my love of 
Disc Golf.  I am Married to Amanda Petrea (who sings on the praise team) and we 
have 5 kids.  We are also Foster parents.  I have attended Grace Nazarene 
regularly since 2013.  Prior to that, I attended with friends occasionally and had a 
few hotdog lunches during high school.  Our family has loved Grace Nazarene not 
just for the fellowship,  but for the opportunity to serve others.  Grace has 
consistently challenged me and my family to grow spiritually.   
I have had the chance to volunteer for Crave Leader, Door Greeters, Stage Setup, 
Praise Team, Church Board and parking lot greeter.  Outside of Grace, I have been 
a baseball, softball, and soccer coach for summer leagues.   
My faith walk started when I was very young.  I have had my share of failures 

throughout life but have never lost my faith in God.  I am sinner saved by grace and know that my salvation 
lies in my belief that Jesus Christ died for my sins. 
 
 

Cory Thorsen 
I am 42 years old have a wife and 2 beautiful girls I run and manage Landers auto 
body and do my best to help people when they are down and out and had an 
accident and there life is stopped because of an accident I have been at SALEM 
grace basically my whole life was raised in the church with a hiccup in the middle 
when I was doing things I thought was more important after having a family and kids 
and realizing how precious life was I came back the grace so my kids could have the 
same great experience I had growing up and get to know Jesus the way I have   I 
serve on the finance committee and am a board member now I try my best to take 
care of the building and maintenance of the property and take care of ushering and 
coordinating of Sunday mornings   I believe in this church and want to do everything 
I can to make it a better place for the next generation like my grandparents and 
mother has done before me. 

 
 
Mindy Williams 
Hi, I am Mindy Williams and I'm asking for the privilege of serving our church family 
as a board member.  In my own personal family, I have one daughter,  Allison; two 
sons, Jerome and Eric; one daughter in law,  Holly; five grandchildren,  Ruben, Cole, 
Trinity, Carter and Khaeler; and Charlie. I recently retired from NAL and now work at 
Blooming Creations and Hoyleton Youth & Family Services,  where I get to love on 
kids and make people smile. 
I was invited to Salem Grace many years ago and started coming regularly about 
seven years ago when I decided, as a New Year's resolution, to find a church home 
for my family.  
I love everything about our church, the music,  the messages,  the way my unique 
family is loved and accepted. I've been involved in numerous ministries in our church 

and throughout the community including the Never Alone ministry;  providing meals for Youth Loop, Crave 
and Grace Extreme; starting a Bible study group at NAL; fundraisers for coworkers and families in need; 
and where ever God leads me in service to others. 
I have grown so much in my faith since I started attending church here. I have learned to trust God in all 
things. He has walked with me through many experiences and changes these past several years and I am 
excited to see where He will lead me in the years to come. 
 



Caleb Willman 
I have been a carpenter for 8 years and I’m going to be getting married in April. I 
have been going to Grace Church of the Nazarene since I was 2. I love this church 
because they put others before ourselves. We are all about helping our community 
and other areas of the world too.  
I have served in the kids’ department, greeting team, and the men’s group that helps 
people in our community.  
I have always believed in God and in what Jesus did for us on the cross. Right now, I 
am working on trying to be more devoted in my prayer life and getting into reading 
the Bible more.  
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